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Preface
The purpose of this guidebook is to assist in locating and visiting some of the places associated 
with Paramahansa Yogananda during his early years in America when he lectured, taught and 
resided in the Boston area. It is the hope of those who researched and developed this guidebook 
that the moments spent reflecting on God in the places where Yoganandaji spent time will draw 
devotees into a deeper relationship with the Great Master.

The first eleven locations appear in the order in which they can be most easily reached on foot. 
These locations can be viewed as a walking tour; the distance is approximately two miles. The 
remaining locations are best visited by public or private transportation, as explained in the text.

The suburban homes in which Yogananda once lived or visited are private residences. The 
occupants should not be disturbed by any devotee trespassing on the property, or by questions 
regarding Yogananda. 

Unfortunately, some of the places where he lectured or conducted classes are no longer in 
existence, such as Chickering Hall and Faelton Hall on Huntington Avenue. The Athens Olympia 
Restaurant, where Yoganandaji occasionally dined, has also become the victim of urban renewal.

Although the building once occupied by Unity House is no longer standing, its former location 
has been included here because of the important role it played during his early Boston years.

Several places associated with Yoganandaji have been identified that do not function as they did 
when he was in Boston. The former Temple Israel on Commonwealth Avenue, for example, 
is now an auditorium, and the Bancroft Hotel in Worcester has been converted into an office 
building.

There is also an online version of this guide available on our Web site,  
www.bostonmeditationgroup.org. It contains a map of the locations in this guide and may be of 
additional help in planning your visit

You are respectfully requested not to make copies of this guidebook. Extra copies can be 
obtained free of charge from the Boston Meditation Group. We gratefully acknowledge the 
contribution of members of the Boston Meditation Group who donated their time to compile 
this guidebook.

Compiled June 1989 • Boston Meditation Group Historical Committee
Updated June 2007. Copyright© 2007 Boston Meditation Group. All rights reserved.



Massachusetts State House
Beacon Hill, Boston

Upon his return to Boston in 1928, Yogananda was welcomed at the State 
House on September 19 by Governor Alvin T. Fuller. He was presented to 
the Governor by Chester I. Campbell, Councilor from Quincy. Yogananda 
and the Governor discussed various education affairs of India and America.

Directions
Take any Green Line train to Park Street Station. The exit is on Boston 
Common at Park and Tremont Streets. Walk up Park Street or through the 
Common to Beacon Street at the top of the hill. The State House is located on 
Beacon Street at the head of Park Street.

Unitarian Universalist Association
25 Beacon Street, Boston

Yogananda arrived in America on September 18, 1920 as a delegate 
to the International Congress of Religious Liberals. The Congress was 
held in Boston in October under the auspices of the American Unitarian 
Association, now the Unitarian Universalist Association. The Association’s 
headquarters was frequently visited by Yoganandaji while he was living at 
Unity House. At that time, the headquarters’ address, 25 Beacon Street, 
was located at the corner of Beacon and Bowdoin Streets, across from 
the East Wing of the State House. The building is no longer standing and 
has been replaced by an addition to the Belleview Building. The number 
‘25’ was transferred in 1927 to the headquarters’ present location.

Directions
Follow the directions for the Massachusetts State House. 25 Beacon Street 
is the first building after the State House as you walk west on Beacon. The 
former location of the association’s headquarters, now at 21 Beacon, is 
situated opposite the east wing of the State House at the corner of Bowdoin 
Street. Please note the the original building no longer stands.

“Wrap yourself 
in the thought of 
God. His holy 
Name is the 
Power of all 
powers. Like a 
shield it deflects 
all negative 
vibrations.”
Paramahansa Yogananda



Park Street Church
Corner of Tremont & Park Street, Boston

On Monday, March 5, 1923, Yogananda addressed a regional conference on 
world peace at Park Street Church.

Directions
Take any Green Line train to Park Street Station. The exit is on Boston Common 
at Park and Tremont Streets. Park Street Church is directly opposite the subway 
exit.

Steinert Hall
162 Boylston Street, Boston

On May 12, 1922, Yogananda lectured in Steinert Hall during the Gandhi 
World Peace Meeting. The following year on May 7, he gave a lecture in 
Steinert Hall on the subject of concentration.

Directions
Take any Green Line train to Boylston Street Station. Walk to the intersection 
of Boylston and Tremont Streets and cross Boylston to the southwest corner. 
Turn right and walk west to 162 Boylston, opposite Boston Common. The 
premises are occupied by Steinert and Sons Piano Company. The hall is in 
the basement, but is not open to the public. The hall has been closed since 
a fire occurred there years ago. (See also the directions for Unity House. 162 
Boylston is only two doors from Charles Street and Park Square, near the former 
site of Unity House.)



Unity House
7 Park Square, Boston

Yogananda moved to Unity House after his stay at the Y.M.C.A. following 
his arrival in Boston on September 18, 1920. On October 6, Yogananda 
delivered his maiden speech in America, ‘The Science of Religion,’ in Unity 
House before the International Congress of Religious Liberals. It was in 
Unity House that Yoganandaji first met Dr. Minott W. Lewis on Christmas 
Eve, 1920. When Yogananda returned to Boston in 1928, during the months 
of October and November, he gave three series of Yogoda classes, the last 
two in Unity House.

Directions
The building occupied by Unity House at 7 Park Square was later converted into 
a hotel. Please note that this building no longer stands. It has since been 
razed to make room for the Massachusetts transportation building at 
10 Park Plaza. To reach Park Square, take any Green Line train to Arlington 
Street Station. Walk east one block on Boylston Street to the intersection of 
Boylston and Charles Streets. Park Square is the area behind the Four Seasons 
Hotel. Unity House was formerly situated at the east side of the square, where 
the transportation building is now located. (See also the directions for Steinert 
Hall.)

Copley Plaza Hotel
Copley Square, Boston

Yogananda first spoke at the Copley Plaza Hotel on October 3, 1928 before 
the Boston Lions Club in the hotel’s Swiss Room. His subject was ‘How 
Oriental Methods Can Help Occidental Business.’ He also lived in the hotel 
for a period in 1928 during the time he was lecturing in Symphony Hall. 
On October 15, 1928, he was a guest at a reception in the Copley Plaza 
Hotel given by Mrs. Alvin T. Fuller, wife of Governor Fuller, in honor of 
Mrs. Herbert Hoover, wife of the Republican nominee for President of the 
United States.

Directions
Take any Green Line train to Copley Station. The Copley Plaza Hotel is located 
opposite the south side of Copley Square. Please note that the names of the 

“As a mortal 
being you are 
limited, but 
as a child of 
God you are 
unlimited.... 
Focus your 
attention on 
God, and you 
shall have all 
the power you 
want, to use in 
any direction.”
Paramahansa Yogananda



halls in the hotel have changed and it is now unknown in which hall Yogananda 
spoke.

Boston Public Library
Copley Square, Boston

Yogananda visited the Boston Public Library several times while living 
in the Boston area. It was in the Boston Public Library that Yogananda 
identified and spoke to the man who had sent him the anonymous letter 
questioning his interpretation of a biblical passage about the life of Christ.

Directions
Take any Green Line train to Copley Station. The library is located in Copley 
Square.

Convention Hall
56 St. Botolph Street, Boston

Yogananda held a ‘Grand Satsanga Festival’ at Convention Hall on 
December 18, 1923. During September, October, and November 1928, 
Yogananda gave three series of lectures in the Hall.

Directions
Take any Green Line train to Copley Station. Walk south on Dartmouth 
Street past the Public Library, and turn right on Huntington Avenue. Follow 
Huntington past the Marriott Hotel at Copley Place and turn left onto 
Harcourt Street, which bounds the west side of the hotel. Walk one block 
south to the intersection with St. Botolph Street. Turn right onto St. Botolph 
and walk half a block. According to the Boston Landmarks Commission, 
the building has been converted into apartments but the exterior has been 
preserved.

Symphony Hall
Corner of Massachusetts & Huntington Avenues, Boston

Yogananda gave a series of free lectures at Symphony Hall from 
September 23 to October 7, 1928. A capacity audience of 2,500 heard his 
opening lecture, ‘Is Everlasting Youth Possible?’



Directions
Take the “E” train on the Green Line to Symphony Station. Symphony Hall 
is next to the subway exit on the northwest corner of the intersection of 
Massachusetts & Huntington Avenues. You can contact Symphony Hall for 
information about tours that they offer.

Jordan Hall
30 Gainsborough Street, Boston

On March 4, 1921, Yogananda gave his first public lecture in America at 
Jordan Hall. On January 5, 1929, he collaborated in the presentation of 
the 1400 year old tragic comedy, ‘The Little Clay Cart.’ The performance 
was a huge success, and the proceeds from the box office were given to 
the Hindu Students’ Loan Fund.

Directions
Take the “E” train on the Green Line to Symphony Station. Walk one block 
west on Huntington Avenue to Gainsborough Street. Cross the avenue to the 
southwest comer of the intersection where the New England Conservatory of 
Music is located. Jordan Hall is a part of the Conservatory. The entry is at 30 
Gainsborough Street, a few steps from the corner. Please contact Jordan Hall 
for information about visiting the auditorium, as there may be events taking 
place that might prohibit you from entering.

The Greater Boston Y.M.C.A. 
316 Huntington Avenue, Boston

Yogananda lived first at the Boston Y.M.C.A. upon his arrival in Boston 
on September 18, 1920. He was introduced by various local delegates 
attending the Congress of Religious Liberals. Later in 1920, Yogananda 
took up residence in Unity House, Park Square, Boston. On January 12, 
1929, Yogananda gave a talk at the Y.M.C.A. on ‘My Mother India’ and 
won enthusiastic support from all present.

Directions
See the directions for Jordan Hall. The Y.M.C.A. is next door to the New 
England Conservatory of Music on Huntington Avenue. 

“Remain in 
the castle of 
His presence. 
Carry within 
you a portable 
heaven.”
Paramahansa Yogananda



Temple Israel
Commonwealth Avenue & Blandford Street, Boston

On January 15, 1929, Yogananda addressed the Sisterhood of Temple Israel 
at the request of Rabbi Harry Levi. His address was received enthusiastically. 
The topic of his talk is not on record.

Directions
Take the “B” train on the Green Line to the first stop after Kenmore Square. 
The train stops at Blandford Street on Commonwealth Avenue. The auditorium, 
now named the Alfred L. Morse Auditorium, is on the southwest corner of the 
intersection. The auditorium also may be reached by taking either the “C” or 
“D” train of the Green Line to Kenmore Square, and then walking one block west 
on Commonwealth Avenue.

Harvard University
Harvard Square, Cambridge

Yogananda spoke for the first time at Harvard University on February 23, 
1923, on ‘India and Internationalism’ at a luncheon held by the Harvard 
Liberal Club. The exact place where he spoke is not on record. On 
November 11, 1928, Yogananda addressed the students on the subject 
‘India’ at the Harvard Union. His talk was received with ‘deafening applause 
and sustained cheering,’ and aroused a great deal of interest.

Directions
Take the Red Line to Harvard Station, located in Harvard Square. Several 
entrances to Harvard Yard are located near the square. To reach the Harvard 
Union, now called “The Freshman Union,” walk east through the yard to Quincy 
Street, which borders the east side of the yard. Turn right on Quincy Street. The 
Union is on the northeast corner of Quincy and Harvard Streets.



24 Electric Avenue
Somerville, Massachusetts

Private residence

This was the home of Dr. and Mrs. Minott Lewis from 1920 to 1924. The 
Lewises occupied the second floor. Yogananda stayed here frequently, and 
for some time had a room on the third floor at the back of the house.

Directions
Electric Avenue is located just off Powderhouse Boulevard near Tufts 
University. From the Fresh Pond Parkway intersection with Alewife Brook 
Parkway and Route 2 in Cambridge, near the Alewife Red Line Station, take 
Alewife Brook Parkway toward Somerville. After two stoplights, and as you 
enter a rotary, take a right onto Powderhouse Boulevard. Take your second 
right, at a stoplight. Electric Avenue is about 200 feet ahead on your left as 
you drive toward Teele Square.

9 Lester Terrace
West Somerville, Massachusetts

Private residence

This is the former home of Sister Yogamata (Mrs. Alice Hasey). Yogananda 
was a dinner guest here shortly after his arrival in America. It was in 
this house that Sri Yukteswarji’s strawberry prophecy was realized by 
Yogananda (see the first page of chapter 21 of Autobiography of a Yogi.) 
Yogananda conducted many classes here from January through October 
1921, probably in the room with the bay window.

Directions
Located just outside of Davis Square, where Dr. Lewis first saw Yogananda, 
Lester Terrace is a right turn off Meachum Street (one way heading west out 
of Davis Square). Take the Red Line to Davis Square Station. Day Street is 
located between the two possible exits from the station.

“Place your 
heart with God. 
The more you 
seek peace in 
Him, the more 
that peace will 
devour your 
worries and 
sufferings.”
Paramahansa Yogananda


